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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL MONDAY 
AUGUST 8 HEADED "MR. NYERERE'S PERSUASION." 

2. JULIUS NYERERE, PRESIDENT OF TANZANIA, HAS PERSONAL 
PRESTIGE, IS A RELATIVE MODERATE AND EXERCISES CONSIDERABLE 
POLITICAL INFLUENCE. ALL THIS HAS MADE IT ESSENTIAL FOR 
PRESIDENT CARTER TO GAIN HIS SYMPATHY FOR THE BUDDING 
BRITISH- AMERICAN PLAN TO BRING MAJORITY RULE TO RHODESIA 
WITH AS LITTLE ADDITIONAL VIOLENCE AS POSSIBLE. BUT IT IS 
UNCLEAR, AFTER HIS WASHINGTON VISIT, WHETHER THIS SUBTLE 
AFRICAN LEADER GAVE HIS SUPPORT TO A BRITISH- AMERICAN 
INITIATIVE OR WHETHER MR. CARTER WAS PERSUADED TO GIVE HIS 
SUPPORT TO THE POLICY SEEMINGLY BEING FOLLOWED BY MR. 
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NYERERE. 

3. THE PREMISE OF THAT POLICY IS THAT THE CURRENT WHITE 
LEADERSHIP OF RHODESIA CAN BE INDUCED TO SURRENDER 
ONLY BY THE USE OF FORCE ON THE PART OF THE GUERRILLAS, 

SEVERAL THOUSAND OF WHOM HAVE BEEN TRAINED AND ARE BASED 
IN TANZANIA. AND SURRENDER IS PRETTY PLAINLY WHAT MR. 
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NYERERE HAS IN MIND. IN EARLIER YEARS. HE WAS READY TO 

ADVISE THE NATIONALISTS OF ZIMBABWE (RHODESIA'S AFRICAN 
NAME) TO ACCEPT SOMETHING LESS THAN THE ONE-MAN/ONE-VOTE 
FRANCHISE THEY NOW DEMAND. BUT IAN SMITH S REFUSAL TO 
COMPROMISE, WHEN COMPROMISE WAS STILL AVAILABLE, UNDERCUT 
MODERATES LIKE MR. NYERERE, AND IT LEFT HIM NO CHOICE BUT 
TO BECOME THE SPONSOR OF GUERRILLA WARFARE, WHICH HE IS 
TODAY. THAT IS WHY HE DECLARED IN WASHINGTON THAT NOT 
ONLY THE GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE HEADED BY IAN SMITH MUST 
GO, BUT ALSO THE WHITE-LED ARMY MUST GO-TO BE REPLACED 
BY THE GUERRILLA ARMY OF THE POPULAR FRONT. 

4. PERHAPS IT WILL COME TO THIS. PERHAPS THE BRITISH- 
AMERICAN PLAN, WHOSE FINISHING TOUCHES ARE TO BE WORKED 
OUT SHORTLY IN LONDON, WILL COME DOWN TO MAKING ARRANGE- 
MENTS NOT SO MUCH FOR THE ORDERLY SHARING OF POWER AMONG 
WHITES AND BLACKS AS FOR THE TRANSFER OF POWER TO BLACKS. 
PERHAPS THE PRINCIPAL CONTRIBUTION OF THE PLAN WILL BE TO 
REDUCE PROSPECTS FOR A POST- VICTORY CIVIL WAR AMONG BLACKS 
-A CONFLICT THAT MANY OBSERVERS THINK IS COMING IN INDE- 
PEND:NT ZIMBABWE AND ONE THAT MR. NYERERE, SCARRED BY 
ANGOLA, DEVOUTLY HOPES TO AVOID. 

5. THAT WOULD NOT BE AN IGNOBLE RESULT, THOUGH IT 
WOULD BE QUITE DIFFERENT FROM THE STATED PURPOSE OF 
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BRITISH AND AMERICAN DIPLOMACY, WHICH IS TO HELP USHER IN 
A ONE-MAN/ONE-VOTE POLITICAL SYSTEM IN A WAY THAT LEAVES 
ROOM FOR CONTINUING WHITE PARTICIPATION. MR. CARTER, HOW- 
EVER, HAS PUT A HEAVY STRESS ON INCLUDING THE GUERRILLAS 
IN A SETTLEMENT. TO THE CONTENTION THAT THIS GIVES THEM 
A BLACKMAIL POWER OUT OF PROPORTION TO THE POLITICAL 
POWER THEY COULD EXPECT TO WIN IN ELECTIONS, OFFICIALS 
RESPOND THAT A SETTLEMENT NOT ACCEPTED BY THE GUERRILLAS 
WON'T BE STABLE AND LASTING. SO MR. NYERERE'S WASHINGTON 
INTERLOCUTORS WERE, TO A RATHER CONSIDERABLE EXTENT, 

READY TO ACCEPT HIS MESSAGE. 

6. MR. NYERERE DISMISSED THE POSSIBILITY THAT IAN SMITH 
MIGHT OFFER AN HONORABLE PROPOSAL FOR AN .INTERNAL" 
SETTLEMENT TO THOSE NATIONALIST POLITICIANS IN RHODESIA 
WHO DO NOT HAVE GUERRILLA FORCES AT THEIR COMMAND. ON 
THE RECORD, HIS SKEPTICISM IS FULLY WARRANTED. EVEN AT 
THIS VERY LATE STAGE OF THE DETERIORATION OF HIS COUNTRY, 

MR. SMITH HAS NOT MADE A CONCRETE ONE-MAN/ONE- VOTE 
PROPOSAL THAT A NATIONALIST COULD ACCEPT. THE SOUTH 
AFRICANS, WE GATHER, WOULD LIKE HIM TO, NOTWITHSTANDING 
SOUTH AFRICA'S REFUSAL TO CONSIDER ANY SUCH SCHEME FOR IT- 
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SELF. PRETORIA WANTS THE NEW GOVERNMENT OF ZIMBABWE TO 
BE STABLE AND FRIENDLY, OR AT LEAST AS TOLERANT, AS 

POSSIBLE. BUT BEFORE IAN SMITH CAN TURN HONESTLY TO 
BLACKS, HE MUST DEFEAT, IN THE ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR 
AUGUST 31. A CHALLENGE FROM DIEHARD WHITES. WILL HE 
THEN TURN TO THEM? 

7. THE CHANCES ARE SMALLER, BY THE DAY, THAT THE GUER- 
RILLAS AND THEIR SUPPORTERS OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY WOULD 
HEED HIM IF HE DID. CHRISTOPHER 
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